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LTE Ay {ica ed noticeably but not drastically. 


The failure of the rocket motor 


to fire and the loss of hydrogen 
pressure indicate that the rocket 
nozzle area might have sustained some 


SHERMAN STARNES damage from the third stage, allowing 
w4TzuU a Slow leak. At any rate, what you 
see is what you get. The basic ele- 
FOO EIS IG II I i Io ments of the orbit are: apogee 22180 
miles, perigee 2480 miles, inclina- 
The month since I last reported tion 26.116 degrees and period il 
on OSCAR 10 has been eventful to say hours 40 minutes. Even though it is 
the least. The rocket motor firing to mot the planned orbit, Lt is great. 
place the new satellite in its final Here in North Carolina OSCAR 1@ 
orbit was scheduled and rescheduled climbs more than seventy degrees up 
and was finally attempted just after in the sky at times. Since perigee 
fo00 EDT on, duly 25. As in-each pre- occurs just five degrees south of 
ceding phase of the mission there was the--equator, at times we can see it 
a surprise...nothing! When the rocket pass through this low point, whizzing 
should have fired,the spacecraft ve- through ninty degrees of the southern 
ieacacy tailed to change. Investiga- sky in a matter of minutes. At other 
tion showed total loss of hydrogen times, at apogee, it hangs almost 
pressure which is used to force the motionless in the sky or drifts back 
liquid fuel into the combustion cham- to the west. It is facinating to 
ber. ihe story behind the pressure watch the motion as it is printed on 
failure had unknowingly been told a the CRT by the computer.I believe 
week before. The poor spin rate and that at one time or another any spot 
sun orientation following separation on Earth is accessible via OSCAR 1@. 
had been traced to an encounter be- 
tween OSCAR 1@ and the launch vehicle The remaining major milestone 
third stage. As evidenced by teleme- was to activate the mode B transpon- 
try from OSCAR 18 and from the launch er. This was done on August 6 while 
vehicle, the third stage caught up the spacecraft was over Europe. Per- 
with the satellite, coming in contact formance was disappointing at first 
with it 53 seconds after separation because the omni-directional antennas 
and altering the spin rate and sun were in use, but when the high-gain 
angle. Tests of the six-element two- antennas were switched in the story 
meter antenna pattern indicate that . was different. Transponder signals 


at least one element was bent in the 


‘aa (continued inside) 
incident. The pattern has been alter- 
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are strong and the receiver is sensi- 
tive. WA2LQQ reports receiving his 
Signal back using ten watts e.r.p. 
The recommended power is 760 watts. 


Unlike it's predecessors which 
zipped across the sky in less than 
twenty minutes, OSCAR 18 remains 
above the horizon for more than nine 
hours at times. This leads to some- 
thing better than the typical hello- ~ 
gopdby contacts: The first time 
OSCAR 10 appeared over the Pacific 
with the transponder on, the AMSAT 
Pacific area coordinators held their 
net via the satellite. The East Coast 
AMSAT net on August 10th was held 
Simultaneously on 3850 kHz. and on 
OSCAR 10. The downlink frequency for 
AMSAT activities is 145.957 mHz. 

WlAW has already begun sending c.w. 
bulletins on OSCAR 10's Special Ser- 
vice Channel Livat 145.830 -mHz.--anad 
the Westlink Report will be on the 
satellite starting September 1. 


Tracking programs for OSCAR 10 
are available from AMSAT for most 
personal computers. .«Programs for. the 
VIC-20 and Commodore 64 are in the 
final stages of preparation and will 
be available soon. Contact me for 
information about obtaining these 
programs. 


Plans for-W5LFL to- operate on 
two meters from the ninth Space Shut- 
tle flight are nearing completion. 
He will listen for one minute and 
then read back all the calls he iden- 
tifies during the next minute. KY4W 
is trying to-duplicate the acgquisit- 
ion circle and ground track overlays 
for the OSCARLOCATOR and we hope these 
aids will be available by the October 
meeting. STS-9 is now scheduled for 
launch on October 28. 


Unless something changes in the 
status of OSCAR 8, this will be the 
last time I will mention it. Around 
the first of August’. P listened® for it 


and heard intermittent, weak, warbling, 


unreadable telemetry from the OSCAR 
8 beacon at 29.4 mHz. A week later. 
I swept the antenna across the sky 


following the computer display for 
the satellite and heard nothing. 
OSCAR 10 barely came along in time. 


The Russian satellites are 
operating well. RS 6 stitieas 
noise in the passband but RS 8 is 
great. Its receiver apparently 7s 
very sensitive because almost any- 
thing sent to it is repeated aaa 
still wondering why we couldn't make 
a field day contact. througiwae: 


RULES AND REGS REVIEW 


A common error heard on the airways is the 
use of the term "Roger" to mean "Yes", 
"Right", or "Correet." 


Properly used, the term "Roger" on phone 
means one thing: "Received." Surely if you 
ask comeone, "Did you go the the Shelby 
Hamfest?" you do not expect to get a reply, 
"Received." but it is easy enough to ask 
that question and get the reply, "Roger." 


In an informal QSO why not say, "Yes" or a 
simple, "Sure did", or if you want to prac- 
tise your correct Ham terminology, a plain 
"Affirmative" should do it. 


Just remember that "Roger" is a synonym for 
“Received. " 


Mecklenburg ARS 


Remember 
| 


Next month, RARS News will publish a 
change/add to the June 1983 Roster. 

If there are changes or corrections 
that have not previously been reported, 
Please call me: 


Ann Bradley - Daytime 733-9223 
Evenings 851-2437 


MINUTES 
OF THE 
MEETING 


The regular monthly meeting of the Raleigh 
Amateur Radio Society was held on August 3, 
1983, at the First Presbyterian Church, S. 
Salisbury Street. President "Doc" Cobb, 
WhYZX, called the meeting to order and wel- 
comed the members and guests. The roster 
was signed by 35 people. 


Treasurer Norman Plaks, KNlG, gave a financial 
report for the fiscal year ending June 30th. 
The club is in good financial shape. A motion 
was made, seconded and carried to accept the 
financial statement. 


A motion was also made, seconded and carried 
to reimburse Jim Bradley, WALAOO, for repair 
of our generator. 


Doc reminded the members of upcoming hamfests: 
Shelby and Gaithersburg, Va., in September and 
Rock Hill, S.C., in October. 


Doc presented the WlDW/R Awards to the first 
winners in the contest: Jim Babcock, KWABJ, 
and Jim Bradley, WAlAOO. 


Chuck Littlewood, KLHF, read from and passed 
around an ARRL letter noting some recent FCC 
changes. One significant change is effective 
August 3Jlst. There will be a new Novice exam- 
ination procedure using volunteer examiners. 


Frank Weiss, KYLW, reminded members they are 
$till needed to help teach Novice classes. 
Several members have volunteered. 


Doc reported that we are still having problems 
with our repeater even though a new amplifier 
has been installed. The FM Committee is working 
on it and hopes to solve the problem very soon. 


Audrey Browne, WBlZSM, reported that Hale High 
School is very receptive to having amateur 
training classes there. She plans to coordi- 
nate this possibility with Bob Johnson, AALL, 
our Training Director. 


Bill Carper, NLFPB, asked if there will be any 
discussion of communication with the space 


shuttle. It was reported that the August QST 


has frequency and antenna information. 
More information will be available later. 
The launch is set for October .28th. 


Roger Moates, W3EZR, reminded members that 
the slow cw net is still going at 8:30 PM, 
Tues., Wed.,and Thurs. at 21.150 Khz and 
all are invited to join in the net. 


The program for the evening was provided 
by Jesse Hodges, WhJG, entitled "In Just 
75 Years". It was a very interesting film 
history of Carolina Power and Light Com- 
pany. After the film, Jesse made some re- 
marks about his association with CP&L. 


The door prize was won by John Swain, 
WDLODT. After coffee, doughnuts and fellow- 
ship, the meeting was adjourned. 


Marty Silver, NYlH 
Secretary, RARS 


POLSCLoPc La 


NOMINATING COMMITTEE REQUESTS MEMBER INPUT 


RARS election for President and Secretary 
is drawing near. A nominating committee 
consisting of Chuck Littlewood, K4HF, Doc 
Cobb, W4YZX, Bill Feehan, WB4E0V, and 
Norm Plaks, KN4G, has been designated by 
the Executive Board to nominate a slate of 
candidates. They will prepare the slate 
for presentation to the membership at the 
October meeting. Elections will be con- 
ducted at the November meeting with instal- 
lation at the December meeting. 


The nominating committee is looking for 
suggestions from the membership on poten- 
tial candidates for the two offices. 

Of special interest is input from members 
who would be interested in the offices for 
themselves. This should be taken as an 
opportunity for the right individuals to 
help guide RARS through the next several 
years which will be both a period of rapid 
technological growth, continuing deregula- 
tion, and the giving of license examina- 
tions by the amateur community itself. 
Input to the nominating committee should 
be communicated directly to any member 

of the committee. 


Norm Plaks, KN4G 
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Pere Thacher 


N4HQ ‘na Z 


Nappy Quier Zebra 


Now what! Seems that when | was Just fooling with my new WP software package aT 
work, ! had no trouble preparing a few ad hoc articles for this newsletter. Now 
that Ann asked me to contribute monthly, I,m almost staring at a blank screen. 
Wonder who's ubiquitous law that Is. Anyway, It Is now August and It will be 
September when you read this, so | decided to add to the old Rars file as time 
goes along with LANGIANPPE [tems of dubious Interest and value. - 


- Did you know that K4HF recelvéd national fame In 1971. The front inside cover 
of the May 1971 edition of HAM RADIO Is an add for Alpha Amplitiers showlng a 
earnest group of contesters complete with RC cola cans and a 3x5 card pinned 
above the gear with the call sign K4HF. Velly Interesting. 


- This you will find hard to belleve. On July 18 at 2:45pm | was assisting a YL 
at work [n minor repalr of a portable radio and when It was returned to service, 
(polarization of batterles does wonders) It was fortuitously tuned to CH 5 TV, 
where | heard the man say, "this conversation Is belng done with the help of two 
ham radio operators, and you must say OVER when you finish talking". Hey neat | 
thought and proceeded to | Isten to a really strange phone patch, at least in Its 
context, and no static at all. This of course demanded a quick check of the TV 
schedule to find AS THE WORLD TURNS to be the program In progress. Amateur radio 
and Soap Operas. Maybe ARRL should send a technical advisor to Hollywood or 
something to Insure ARS Is not damaged by Hollywoods'portrai! of it?. And 
speaking of ARRL, I'm beginning to have some doubts. Lets start with QST, 
"devoted entirely to Amateur Radio". Aug 83 Issue has 171 pages of which 80 
pages Is ads (53%), and 93 pages of non commercial hamstuff, but only 8 articles 
(22 pages) that average 2 pages each. Compare this with the Nov 79 Issue which 
had 163 pages but only 68 or 41% ads and 10 articles covering 38 pages. But It 
was small size u say, sure but also smaller print, guess as the ham population 
grew older QST changed to reduce eye strain. Cover price 1983 qst $2.50, 1979 
$.75 and 1952 $.70. And the articles In the 1952 Issue are actually Interesting 
and Informative. Good ole days syndrome | guess. Just on dues alone for 175000 
members, ARRL has gross revenues of 4.375 MILLION bucks not counting the 121 
advertisers each month. Let's see, 50 cents for member-ship, $12.25 for QST and 
$12.25 must go for admin and lobbying. Why can't | just pay $12.75 and skip 
say And the articles, and 73 and CQ are no pahec” Sons Se 


Wiss baal feGh you™ HP H¥ee your junk boats Love the ar junk box! Then the 
article will say something like "pull the 2 final boards from that old TS$82U In 
your Junk box, If you don't have one any flea market dealer wil! sell you one 
for a few bucks. t think he meant the box not the boards. And then there was 
one on converting 11 to 6 meters and | quote "...consisted of merely adding a 
6u8 50 mhz rf anpiifier and mixer down to 27mhz. Such performance was totally 
unacceptable and It was decided to change the If to 1650khz" (and this | love) 
"This did the trick". | suppose If your an RF engineer that makes tricky sense, 
but for an average (notice | didn't say normal) amateur IIke me, well | might as 
well rewire at random In hopes of having a QSO with MARS (the planet of course). 
Just as well, bullding things takes so much time away from operating and reading 
ads. 


- This fall Hattor!&Co, makers of the Selko watch will Introduce one that uses 
micro ciIrcults to store and replay up to 8 seconds of speech. You simply say to 
your watch at 8am "It's now 3pm, time to hit the golf course and don't forget 
your clubs", and at 3pm the watch repeats It. All you have to do Is be sure you 
are not [In a meeting with the boss at 3pm. Its for the man who has everything 
including $195 to spare. In the same veln Asaug AG of Swiss fame has a micro 
chip that responds. to 15 words In any language. Words IIke “alarm","zero", 
"local time" and Its owner dependent. It responds to only your volce until 
someone repeats a magic word twice then It's loyal to Its new owner. Think of 
the possibilities In hamdom. The no dial or knob radio, Just a box with a 
speaker, "hello radio, power up, scan 20, find DX, CW contact and report back at 


W1AW Schedule 


nh ted — October 30, 1983 . MTWTHFSSn = Days of Week Dy = Deily 
AW code practice and bulletin transmissions are sent on the following schedule: 
uc Slow Code Practice MWF: 0200, 1300 2300; TThSSn: 2000; Sn: 0200 
Fast Code Practice © MWF: 2000, TTh: 0200, 1300; TThSSn: 2300, S: 0200 


Cw Bulletins Dy: 0000, 0300, 2100; MTWTHF: 1400 
RTTY Bulletins by: 0100, 0400, 2200; MTWTHF: 1500 
Voice Bulletins Dy: 0130, 0430 


EDT Slow Code Practice MWF: 9 A.M., 7 P.M.; TThSSn: 4 P.M., 10 P.M. 


Fast Code Practice MWF: 4 P.M., 10 P.M.; TTh: 9 A.M.; TThSSn: 7 P.M. 
Cw Bulletins Oy: 5 P.M., 8 'PM., 11 'P. M.; MTWTHF: 10 A.M. 
RTTY Bulletins Dy: 6 P.M., 9 P.M., 12 P.M.; MTWThF: 11 A.M. 
Voice Bulletins Dy: 9:30 P.M., 12: 30 A.M. 

COT Slow Code Practice MWF: 8 A.M., 6 P.M.; TThSSn: 3 P.M., 9 P.M. 
Fast Code Practice MWE: 3 P.M., 9 P.M.; TTh: 8 A.M.; TThSSn: 6 P.M. 
Cw Bulletins Dy: 4 P.M., 7 P.M., 10 P.M.; MTWTHF: 9 A.M. 
ATTY Bulletins Dy: 5 P.M., 8 P.M., 11 P.M.; MTWThHF: 10 A.M. 
Voice Bulletins Dy: 8:30 P.M., 11 30 P.M. 

POT Slow Code Practice MWF: 6 A.M., 4 P.M.; TThSSn: 1 P.M., 7 P.M. 
Fast Code Practice MWE: 1 P.M., 7 P.M.; TTh: 6 A.M.; TThSSn: 4 P.M. 
Cw Bulletins Dy: 2 P.M.,5 P.M., 8 P.M.: MTWTHF: 7 A.M. 
RTTY Bulletins Dy: 3 P.M., 6 P.M., 9 P.M.; MTWThF: 8 A.M. 
Voice Bulletins Dy: 6:30 P. 'M. 9: 30 P.M. 

Code practice and cw bulletin frequencies: 1.818, 3.58, 7.08, 14.07, 21.08, 28.08, 50.08, 

147.555 MHz. 


ATTY bulletin frequencies: 3.625, 7.095, 14.095, 21.095, 28.095, 147.555 MHz. 

Voice bulletin frequencies: 1.89, 3.99, 7.29, 14.29, 21.39, 28.59, 50.19, 147.555 MHz. 

Slow code practice Is at 5, 7-1/2, 10, 13 and 15 wpm. 

Fast code practice is at 35, 30, 25, 20, 15, 13 and 10 wom. 

On Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 1300 through 2100 UTC, transmissions are beamed to Europe 
on 14, 21 and 28 MHz. 

Code practice texts are from QST, and the source of each practice Is given at the beginning of 
each practice and at the beginning of alternate speeds. For example, “Text is from Fabruary 1983 
QST, pages 9 and 84" indicates that the main text is from the article on page 9 and the mixed 
number/letter groups at the end of each speed are from the contest scores on page 84. 

On Fridays, UTC, a OX bulletin replaces the regular bulletin transmissions. 


Cw bulletins are sent at 18 wpm; Teletype bulletins are sent at 60 wom with 170-Hz shift, then 
repeated on 110-baud ASCIil. 

Experimental transmissions on AMTOR FEC mode, may follow RTTY/ASCIl transmissions, with 
details given at the beginning of the ARTTY/ASCIl transmissions. 

W1AW Is open for visitors Monday throu ugh Friday from 7:30 A.M. to 1 A.M. EDT and on Saturday 
and Sunday from 3:30 P.M. to 1 A.M. EDT. If you desire to operate WIAW, be sure to bring @ copy 
of your license with you. WIAW is available ie operation by visitors between 1 and 4 P. 

Monday through Friday. 

In a communications emergency, monitor W1AW for special bulletins as follows: voice on the 
hour, RTTY at 15 minutes past the hour, and cw on the half hour. 

WI1AW will be closed on May 30, July 4 and September 5. 


Station staff: Chief Operator/Asst. Communications Mgr. C. R. Bender, W1WPR; Charles 
Chadwick, KBAXL; Bruce Kampe, WAIPOI!. 
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6pm". And think of the flea market buys. "KW talker I!, owner lost In 
DXpedition, magic control word unknown". Now you can use your computer to volce 
systhesiIse the dictionary and spend many enjoyable hours listening to your 
computer talk to your radio. The possibilities are |Imitless. 


- EZR, Electric "Zeus" Roger, the man with the Zeus complex has faithfully 
promised to tell his parrot all the critical detalls of hls 2m antenna, thenlend 
me the bird so I! can transcribe how to make one. My xy! Is gonna love It. 
Listen up bird, It's 3 and time to play golf, go talk to my radio. hl. 


Amateur Radio Operators Importan 
Link for Public-Safety Agencies 


By Gordon West (WB6NOA) 
Communications Consultant 


The Amateur Radio Service is comprised 
of technical and semi-technical operators 
who love to communicate. These opera- 
tors have passed written and Morse Code 
examinations in order to hold their ama- 
teur radio license. Passing a ham radio 
test is no overnight job, either; It usually 
takes about six months to learn the code 
and develop sending and receiving skills 
to pass the worldwide amateur radio Gen- 
eral Class license. Ham radio operators 
take great pride in their service of self 
training and intercommunication. 

The Federal Communications Com- 
mission is charged with the responsibility 
of giving the amateur radio examinations. 
For the most elemental license—the 
novice class—the FCC allows for volun- 
teers to administer the exam to new 
prospective amateur radio applicants. All 
other exams require a visit by the appli- 
cant to an FCC office for testing. 

This will soon change. The FCC is 
developing a new system that would allow 
the amateur radio operators themselves 
to administer the amateur radio examina- 
tions. The amateur community will de- 
velop its own questions for each class of 
license. Volunteer examiners selected 
from the amateur radio community, and 
screened by the FCC, will then be in 
charge overseeing and giving of the ama- 
teur radio tests in selected areas of the 
country. 


This new procédure is expected to be 
implemented in January 1984, and will 
help reduce costs within the FCC. 

Prospects of a no-code amateur radio 
license will also entice more individuals 
in studying for an amateur radio permit. 
Although the no-code license will only 
permit voice operation on ultra-high fre- 
quencies, it will nonetheless Jure more 


hams into the service. The code require- 
ments for wo ‘Idwide broadcasting. still 
remains at 13 words per minute. 


The Ultimate Test 


Amateur radio operators pride them- 
selves in being ready for any emergency. 
Most operate equipment that will operate 
strictly off of batteries in case of power 
failures. Most amateur radio operators 
possess elaborate setups in their vehicles 
for short, medium and long-range com- 
munications. Many of these cars are more 
elaborate with their radio gear than a 
typical communications support van. 
Whats better yet, hams are constantly 
looking for an avenue to put their commu- 
nications skills to the ultimate test— 
emergency communications. 

There are many organizations within 
the amateur radio community that pro- 
vide emergency communications, includ- 
ing RACES, ARES, MARS, plus a host of 
other informal “traffic nets” that are ideal 
for handling large volumes of emergency 
communications. 

Public-safety agencies, such as police 
departments, have successfully worked 
closely with amateur radio operators to 
assist them in a variety of ways. The most 
simplest task might be backup communi- 
cations for parades, carnivals and other 
city events. The non-essential communi- 
cations—the logistical communica- 
tions—are fine for amateur radio fre- 
quencies. This relieves the police 
channels of non-priority communica- 
tions. 

“We wouldn't think of running the Rose 
Parade in Pasadena without amateur ra- 
dio communications,” says Tom Blair, 
who's affiliated with the annual event. 
“The hams provided not only radio com- 
munications, but also television on ham 
bands to pinpoint trouble spots along the 
parade route. This relieved our police 


| 
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channels and technical char 
munications that could be ha 
radio hams.” | 
Most hams perform well 
gency. Many have receivec 
training and emergency met 
to backup their communic 
Many hams have the most el: 
equipment imaginable. Thes 
transceivers easily reach tk 
owned-and-operated repea 
phenomenal range into and ¢ 
ter site. | 
“When the coal mine aid 
came in and set up a repea 
down the shaft,” explains a 
cial in Kentucky. “With their 
held radios, they were able t 
police or fire communicatior 
hand. They moved the repe 
within the mine shaft to gi 
best coverage. From what I 
they brought in a second r 
tied into the first one to « 
range to the bottom of the 
several miners were buried. 
Two Southern California p: 
ments have opposing views 
teur radio operators. One p¢ 
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operators, as well as citizen: 
operators, to back up their u 
communications capabilities. 
“We have been issued i 
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there is little doubt in anyon: 
we won't be called up for an 
emergency, comments a 
IDEC, the Irvine Police 1! 
amateur radio communicatic 
“We are located in an cartl 
and we have developed man) 
anticipation of a comn 
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puters to handle any amount of emer- 
gency traffic,” comments Sherry Ward 
(KAGNXF) of IDEC. Indeed, the Irvine 
communications team of ham operators 
have a good thing going for them, and the 
police has saved several thousand dollars 
in using the free services of the hams for 
parades, walk-a-thons, searches and 
stakeouts. 

Not so in a neighboring community. 
“The communications department has 
their fingers so tight on us, we're not even 
able to turn around,” comments one com- 
munications member of this police de- 
partment amateur radio communications 
team. “Sure, they gave us a repeater, but 
unless we get some real direction and 
training from the Communications Divi- 
sion, that expensive machine is nothing 
more than a boat anchor. If we are going to 
volunteer our efforts for communications 
to a city, we need a little bit of city 
leadership,” comments one of the dissat- 
isfied ham radio communicators. 

Both sides of the issue can be seen 
clearly. Possibly a distrust of the ham 
radio service and their operators may be 
the problem within this particular city. 


With any volunteer organization, one has . 


to ensure that it doesn't get out of hand. 
Over-zealous communicators may over- 
step their boundaries and cause more 
problems than their radio and communi- 
cations are worth. 

Communications officers with public- 
safety organizations may elect to either 
face this problem and overcome it, or 
squelch any free offers of assistance by the 
local amateur radio community. 


Promote Team Effort 


The best way is to develop a close-knit 
organization of amateur and hobby radio 
operators so that they may follow the 
guidelines precisely of the public-safety 
communications department. Regular 
mectings, training sessions and inter- 
agency visits would promote a solid team 
effort that will make the hams proud to be 
part of the communications team, and the 
public-safety agencies proud of the hams. 

Hams are not permitted, by law, to 
accept any compensation for their com- 
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munications services. They are not reim- 
bursed for their equipment, nor do they 
expect any free offerings. 

The amateur radio community contains 
a reservoir of trained operators who pride 
themselves in being able to establish 
communications under all sorts of cir- 
cumstances. ; 

Efforts to develop a team of amateur 
radio communicators dedicated for a city’s 
communications should be directed to 
any city employee who is already an 
active ham. Expect no less than 30 hams 
to show up at the first meeting. Hams. 
could very well save the budget when it 
comes to backup communications to a 
present system! 


Based in Costa Mesa, California, Gor- 
don West is a communications consultant 
and a widely published author of two-way 
radio articles. 


Many police departments support, and take advantage of, the 
services of amateur radio operators. The department in Irvine. 
California, for example, has an amateur radio communication: 
team for providing assistance during emergencies. 


2% SIGNALS 
AND NOISE 


Al Nowakowski, W4VP 


Somewhere around the 250 country 
level, most DX'ers become SERIOUS Dx‘'ers. 


The change is subtle, but definite. 
Its effects on the DX'er cannot be pre- 
dictec precisely, but there are several 
general symptoms you can watch for. 


His manner of dress will change 
somewhat. He buys his trousers cut slightly 
fuller in the seat to permit long hours of 
comfortable sitting. His shirts go from 
light colored solids to darker patterns. 
and plaids which better hide the spillage 
of hastily eaten meals. The overall effect 
is somewhat wrinkled and homey. "Dress to 
impress" becomes a dim memory. 


He will lose interest in entertain- 
ment or social activities. TV is tolerated, 
but only during football season, and then 
just barely. Movies or dining out become 
terrific bores, and visits to friends or 
relatives are not seriously considered. 


He will become deeply involved in 
collecting technical information on huge 
antennas and high power amplifiers. This 
along with the DX sections of ham maga- 
zines and several DX bulletins will con- 
stitute almost all of his reading material. 
He will allow his 14 year subscription to 
PLAYBOY to lapse. 7 


Household repairs are rarely made 
unless they involve his antenna system. The 


car is seldom washed, and certainlv never 
waxed. 


He will start retiring later in the 
evening and rising earlier, even though 
this will often result in his sleeping 
through dinner on the couch. 


His voice will take on a deeper 
fuller resonance, much like a Marine drill 
sergeant’s. His rate of speech may increase 
significantly,’especially if he is cursed 
with a long call sign. Even while relaxed, 
his keying fingers will assume a poised 
position, 


aie 


Bruce Eggers 
WAQNEW 


Only eight months to go folks! Get 
your dibs in early for the good jobs 
or take potluck. 


This year we've got a two man team 
at the helm. '‘'NEW is back fora 
return engagement with H Q 'na Z 
joining in a co-chair role.. K4HF 
is already on board lining up tne 
prizes. W4FMN will do the CW 
contest again. (Bert says he'll 
start the high speed run at 5 wpm 
so maybe more of the Extra Class 
Ops will step up to the starting 
line!) Just about all other jobs 
are still open. 


He will develop a deep friendship 
with the mailman. 


His moods will begin to track the 
sunspot cycle. He becomes extremely de- 
pressed during major solar flares. How- 
ever, news of positive political develop- 
ments in China, Albania, Burma, or 
Cambodia will elevate his spirits. 


At the ham club meetings, which he 
rarely attends, he will congregate with 
other SERIOUS DX'ers in a corner. Only — 
scraps of conversation, consisting mainly 
of callsigns and frequencies, will be 
overheard from the group. 


These are by no means the only 
changes that occur in the transformation 
of a DxX'er into a SERIOUS DX'er. They are 
only those that are easily observable. 
Other more sinister changes in personality 
may escape notice. 


There is only one way to prevent 
this transformation, total and complete 
withdrawal from DX'ing before it begins. 


The cure rate is almost nil, it's almost 


a genetic change once it begins. 


* MARITIME HISTORY * RECREATION 


° ENVIRONMENTAL RESEARCH 


THE COMBINED GREAT LAKES NAVY ASSOCIATION, INC. 


On September 12 - 13, 1983, I will be 
aboard the USS Silversides. Operation 
will be SSB only on 20 meters, 14.225 
thru 14.255. The times of operation are 
1600 ~ 0400 GIT, though the starting 
time may be later, The call used will be 
N4IZz USS Silversides. It is planned that 
a color QSL card will be issued for the 
contact. The vessel is docked at Navy 
Pier in Chicago end is the longest member 
of the Chicago Yacht Club. 

The Silversides is a Wi-2, Gato class 
boat. She is considered by historians to 
be America's most famous surviving sub= 
marine. Her history includes 14 war pat— 
rols, with only one fatality; third high- 
est ranking in ships sunk, 23; fifth 
ranking in tonage sunk, 90,0303; a Presi- 
dential Unit Citation; and 12 Battle 
Stars. The most publicized operation 
was performed by a pharmacists mate who 
successfully removed a gangrenous append— 
ix from a crewmen using makeshift instra— 
nents with a voluntecr surzical teame 
the patient was up and standing wetch six 
days later. 


SILENT KEY 


The death of Harry Wiggs, W4ANU, 
was a great loss to Amateur Radio 
as well as many friends among 

the ham community. Harry was a 
former RARS member. According 

to a 1975 issue of RARS News, he 
was licensed Sept. 15, 1929. 
Harry was servicing radios for a 
firm in Raleigh and became ac- 
quainted with two hams who came 
by regularly to collect spare 
parts for their stations. They 
encouraged him to get his license 
and get on the air. One of those 
hams was a teacher at what is now 
NCSU. He taught Harry the code 
and enough theory to get him 

by the exam. His name was Hugh 
Caveness, W4D0W, who was the 
former holder of RARS Club Call. 


Post war service included assismment 
to the liaval tieserve in Chicego, Ill. 
In July 1973, The Combined Greet Lakes 
Vavy assoc, submitted a restoration plan 
to the liavy end wes given title to the 
boat. Later the Silversides was placed 
in the Nationel =istorical Rezister for 
her service. 

the restoration crew is made up of 
volunteers from various trades and exp= 
eriences., This boat has been transforn- 


ed into Chicago's first floatins nuseun 


and is one of the few diesel—powered sub-— 
marines left en;where. 

This is the second tine that amateur 
redio has operated aboard, but the first 
that a pictorial QSL card is offered. 
The Vital Statistics are: 

Lengths, 312 £0.) Jidth:, 27 ft. _et_ beam, 
Diplacement: 

1,525 tons surface/2,410 tons sub- 

merged » 

Built at Mare Island Naval Shipyard, 

Vallejo, Cae, Nove 4, 1940 
commissioned Dec. 15, 1941. 

Thats about it and see you on the 
air. 73, Tom N4IZE 


On September 1, at 7:30 pm Central time 
(8:30 Raleigh time), the K4ITL repeater 
on 146.28/88 will again participate in 
the Teleconference Radio Net, a nation- 
wide hook-up involving several hundred 
repeaters throughout the country. The 
speaker will be Barry Goldwater with 

some items of interest to amateurs. 

This activity is sponsored by the Honey- 
well Corp. Amateur Radio Clubs. K4ITL/R 
is one of seven or eight machines which 
will be pre-set for 2-way hookup enabling 
selected individuals to pose questions 

to the speaker. All amateurs are invited 
to listen on 28/88, Sept 1 at 8:30. 


RARS wishes to express to the . ITL 
Repeater group Our support and approval. 


BERTS 
BEAT 


WITE 
BERT BAILEY, WhFMN 
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One of the fun times RARS had, I think, 


with running was when we helped in the USMC 


Reserve Half-Marathon in Raleigh on the 
first Saturday in October. Well, sad to 
relate this event is no more. The USMC 

felt it was "conduct unbecoming" or results 
were not worth the effort, but whatever, 

we have seen the last of this event. As 

the song goes,"it was nice while it lasted." 
Even for I, who was running, it was a fun 
time when I could join with both of my 
favorite groups, RARS and the NC Roadrun- 
ners Club in a truly popular race. Oh well, 
there are others. But not quite so Raleigh- 
ite as the old Half-Marathon in October. 

It was a good tuner-upper for the Big ‘Un 

in Washington DC which always runs on the 
first Sunday in November--another sponsored 
by the USMC. (Off the record, an Airborne 
Team generally wins the team event!!!) 


Pe teem eee ther ser eeet PEPE mer EET SEF OE Heese EETHE SEIS LESH DERE AES Hee Hs SHOE EEE EE OOO SEDO EEF OO ee Te EeEeET eee 


WAKE SCH PeErerrrrerrrrrrrrrerrrs 
This famovs club has been incommuni- 
c2do for the last few days.Hot to 
coreplay eee is a new microelec- 
tronios lab lbe ing buidd, “which ws 
rood, But yo, Bi-te- bed. 7t jbnocked 
down all the entennas.The administra- 
js one run ahead.=ut that is also 
eocd,now they have to let me use the 
reef to mount the antennas,.All the 
trees are cone and that is bad, But 
with no trees I do have to use the 
oe sae) eee is again,good, That 
uld be bad, tho, if the admin 

people ieee let us use the roof, 

Too much weight, why didn't you 
brine this up before, we can't 

heve unsightly roofs (rooves?)/and 

so it goes. However, in the pa pigeon age 
Bruce, of WAQMEW fame, and 1 decid- 
ed we would Regn shy the Lor dipole. 
tThooie on the trees, anyway, we 
weuld bend the di pole into a hori- 
xontal L, Now what would be the 

Cho? weet don't know, We do 

know that Army and USAF Mars can 
hear us real FE..Je do not let on 

we are using a bent dipole. 5o 

our reports are still real good. 

The moral to this story is when 

you twist your antenna into a new 


ARRL NOTES 


THE NEW NOVICE PROGRAM goes into effect on 
August 31. After that date the Novice test 
will be wholly administered by the volunteer 
examiner. Element 1(A) will consist of the 
usual 5wpm code test (sending and receiving). 
Within. the next ten days Element 2 will also 
be given by the volunteer examiner, who will 
have a choice. in making up the form of the 
test: short answer, essay or multiple chofce. 
The twenty questions will be taken from the 
FCC's Novice Question Pool. Details on the 
new examining procedure plus the complete 
Novice question pool, PR Bulletin 1035A, 
will be in September QST. 


THE FCC HAS DEFINED "BUSINESS COMMUNICATION" 
in the broadest context. James McKinney of 
the-FCC confirmed that the order was not in- 
tended to discourage public service communi- 
cations or to prohibit participation in 

public service activities such as parades, 
marathons and the like. Although they may 
incidentally benefit the sponsor, their main 
purpose is to provide a_ service to the public 
which is the real beneficfary. Direct pro- 
motion of a sponsor's product would, of course, 
be forbidden. 


SEE AUGUST QST for a how-to-work-theeshuttle 
article. Dr. Owen Garriott, W5LFL, will 
indeed operate FM in the lower portion of the 
2 meter band from aboard the STS-9 Spacelab. 
The operation will support the objectives of 
the US Council for World Communications Year 
"83. ARRL will act as QSL Manager for the 
mission with cards available for both verified 
contacts with W5LFL and for verifying SWL 
reports. 


From info in "ARRL Letter" 
ae a ear rerep gnr 


configuration, even on unauthoriz- 
ed one, don’t let on and you'll 

get the same reports you got be- 
fore, .An.old,Di trick. Gives*enee 

59 report and even tho you ask them 
their QTH again, say again the han- 
dle, and was that a Kenwood or a 
Spitzenrruberfaust ris they're using, 
they will still be delighted they're 
getting out, Cne thine you must 
know, MARS likes club stationSbe- 
cause they sound so official yet 
friendly --and they alweys pick 

up traffic, Students lave to relay 
messages on the twisted pair. let 
Pete know when you bend your antenna 
out. of shape.He* il sted RG: 2 new one 
‘for -you,.735 €s gud Dz BHEEE 


etme eeee 


P.S.as in public 


service ‘“* 


EVERYBODY LOVES A FAIR! 


And that certainly includes ALL 
RARS members. So mark 14-22 Oct. 
on your calendar, figure out which 
day or two you'll be available for 
a tour of duty witn the Red Cross' 
radios and be prepared to sign-up 
at the September meeting. 


We're planning on doing just like 
we've always done it. Three shifts 
of two operators each on the week- 
ends, one shift on weekday evenings 
and two shifts on opening day, Fri- 
day the 14th. 


For those who haven't been able to 
help in the past, RARS members oper- 
ate the Red Cross! radios at the 
First Aid Station, freeing their 
volunteers for other medical and 
administrative duties. While we 
ask each RARS member for just a few 
hours on one day, some of the Red 
Cross volunteers virtually live out 
there for the whole nine days! So 
let's do our part. 


For your services you get a free 
pass to the fairgrounds for the . 
day you're working, convenient park- 
ing, free coffee, and, witn two 
Operavors on a shift, a little time 
off to take in the sights and sounds. 
(Not to mention a front row seat and 
a piece of the action when things 

get hot! Want some action? Sign up 
for the Saturday night slot!) 


You say there's a chance you won't 
be at the September meeting? Then 


call NOW! 779-0266. Our operators 
are standing by to take your call. 


THE NEWSLETTER STAFF-------- 
WISHES YOU A SAFE AND HAPPY 


Laber Day 


eae 
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Congratulations to Jesse, W4JG, who has 
earned "W4DW Activity Award #5C" and well 
on his way to the second 64 contacts. Not 
bad for a late starter--huh? Just goes to 
show you the contacts are there for the 
pickin." Nice going, Jesse: 
KKKEEKEKKEKEKKKKKRKEER 


Jim Babcock, K4ABJ--first winner of the 
Activity Award has most generously requested 
that his prize of a year's membership in 

RARS go to the first "non-Net” member who 
earns the award. That means if you're not 

a net control or alternate--get on the stick. 
You still have a chance. 


KEKKKEKKEKKEKKREKE 


RARS wishes to express congratulations and 

best wishes to Phil and Cindy (Weiss) Frate-- 

a beautiful wedding. Have a beautiful life. 
KKEKKEKKERKEKKKRKKK 


Going to Shelby? I know it's hot: I'm gonna 
take my straw hat, my portable fan, my ice 
chest full of cool and “tuff it out." May 
be my last of the season. Hope to see some 
of you brave souls there. It's always a 
super fest and I don't want to miss it. 
KEKKEKKEREKKKREKEKEE 


RARS can boast three new members this month. 
This is a rare and wonderful thing is the 
midst of summer when ham activities are some- 
what in a slump. Net participation is off-- 
meeting attendance is down. That's nornal 
for this season. And still three new members. 
Terrific: Our most hearty welcome to: 
Ward Atherton, K4RVE; Bob Owens, N4GQ0 and 
Steven Laur, N4HKR. 


Se KKK KKKKRKEKEKEEK 


Have you listened to "64" lately. Hats off 
to Billy and the FM Committee for the super 
job they've done. The repeater is the 
quietest it's ever been, the spur 1s gone, 
nothin’ but “gud news." And thanks a heap 
to Danny, K4ITL, and crew for their help. 


REKKKKHIKKKKKKKEKK 


That DX station on the net is just 

Jack Brookshire, N4HBG, from Rolesville. 
Yep, Jack has moved but he'll remain 
with RARS and I don't mean Rolesville 
Amateur Radio Society. 
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Galendit 


Sept 1 - Regular RARS Meeting Sept 21 - RARS Advisory Board Meeting 
116 S. Salisbury St. NCSU Faculty Club | 

Sept 10 - RARS Newscopy Deadline ‘Oct. 2 - Rock Hill, S.C. Hamfest 

Sept 10, 11 - ARRL VHF QSO Party Oct 7-9 - ARRL National Convention 


Houston, Texas 
Sept 1] - Gaithersburg, Md. Hamfest 


Oct 8, 9 - Virginia Beach, Va nance 
Sept 18 - Augusta, Ga. Hamfest and Computer Show 


Oct 9 - Maysville N.C. Hamfest 


